Every Need fo r Yo ur Pet 


FREDERICK J. GREENLY 
Qua lity Pet Sho p 


28 N. Evans St. Phone 266 
Pottstown 
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Small Cafeteria Makes Its Go o d, Inex pensiv e Fo o d Hard to Get 


¥ ¥ *1 1 p 
*1 
* 
208 More Petition 


H ill r u p ils m 
! 
^ 
Arson Probe To Extend Bus Run 
An investigation into a series of 
fires at The Hill began yesterday 
with 
the 
questioning 
of 
several 
students. 
Charles W. Taylor, Philadelphia, 
of the State police arson squad, said 
he would return to the school today 
to continue his questioning. 
The inv estig atio n started after 
lire caused $200 damag e to an 
o ff-stag e ro o m in Me mo rtal hall 
Saturday afterno o n. 
It was the third Memorial hall 
| fire within less than three weeks. * 
The first and most costly occurred 
- •!:<!> 
i-psiiIt j Mp~ in damag e esti- 
mated at $20,000 to the stage, paint­ 
ings, record boards, two pianos, an 
organ and folding chairs. 
Next, 
Pottstown 
firemen 
were 
called the past Friday, when a minor 
paper blaze started in the base­ 
ment. 
+ 
* 
* 
FIREMEN WERE dumbstruck 24 
hours later when they .were called 
to Memorial hall for the third time, 
After that. Fire Chief Richard E. 
Lmdauer said he believed the fires 
(Co ntinued o n Pag e Sev en) 


Pin Bo ys Pick et 
Alleys, Affilia te 
With CIO Unio n 


RESIDENTS ASK 


SERVICE EAST OF 


SANAT0 6 A HILL 


Request Made to Extend 


PRT Line on Linfield, 


Township Line Roads 


A 
petition 
bearing’ 
the 
names of 208 more residents 
of the east end of Sanatoga 
boys, many of them thinly-clad, braved chill winds and 35 yesterday was put behind the 


By FRANK J . D08 TAL 
(Mercu ry S ta ff Writer) 


The strike at the Arrow Bowling alleys. 950 High 
street, took a new twist last night when ten shivering pin 


Bo ro ug h to Lay Off 
11 in Shift o f Po licy 


By EDWARD B. ROSENBERG 
(Mercu ry S ta ff Writer) 


Council’s highway committee voted last night to cut 
11 men off the departm ent payroll and to give the rem ain­ 
ing 17 highway workers a full 45-hout week. 
It was the second change of policy in little more than 
ft week. 
On Jan. 20, the committee decided to lay off 16 of the 28 highway 
employes, because of the depleted state of Pottstown’s treasury. 
*-------------------------------------------------- — • 
When the union, Local 743. United 
SPICER'S UNION 


OKAYSCONTRACT 


Worker's Ratify Agreement 


Reached Jan. 2 3; Pension, 


Insurance Talks to Go On 


Work ftt the Spider plant con­ 
tinued smoothly yesterday by more 
than 1700 employes affected by a 
• 


w contract. 
^L’he agreement between the Potts­ 
town plant, Spicer M anufacturing 
division of the Dana corporation, 
and Local 644, United Auto Workers 
iCIO), was ratified unanimously at 
n special meeting in the Senior High 
school 
auditorium 
Sunday 
after­ 
noon. 
Sev en hundred members a t­ 
tended the meeting . After hear­ 
ing ex planatio ns o f the new 
co ntract by Ro bert B. Co nner, 
president o f Lo cal H44; 
Carl 
Herbine, chairman o f the bar­ 
g aining co mmittee, and Geo rg e 
Kempf, internatio nal represen­ 
tativ e, they v o ted witho ut dis­ 
sent to accept the co ntract. 
Conner 
emphasized 
yesterday 
that discussions on pensions and 
insurance will continue separately 
with management. 
“We will continue our discussions 
on pensions and insurance benefits 
as soon as possible,” he said. 
May 15 was set as the deadline 
for completing the talks. 
* 
* 
• 
SPICER’S OFFERED a company- 
paid pension plan to the union on 
Jan. 19. The proposed plan would 
Allow a worker with 30 years’ serv­ 
ice who had reached the age of 65, 
to retire with a $100 monthly pen­ 
sion iincluding Social Security pay­ 
ments. 
Proportionately smaller payments 
were listed for 65-year-olds with 
fewer than 30 years service at Spi­ 
cers. 
“ We had o nly a few day s to 
think o v er the’ pro po sal befo re 
(Co ntinued o n Pag e Three) 


^aby Carriage More 
Damaging Than Train 
LONDON. Jan. 30 i/P> — A train 
hit Dr. William Rossiter’s car at 
Portsm outh today and carried it 120 
yards along the track. 
He crawled 
out with a bruise on one foot. 
A baby buggy pushed by a mother 
In a hurry, knocked Miss Maud Cole­ 
m an down in London and broke *her 
right leg. 
Two sheep dogs named Magic and 1 
Mystic collided during a romp a t , 
Fordcombe and dropped dead with 
broken necks. 


Construction Workers <UMW) 
tested this move the next 
ough and union representatives got 
together and agreed to keep the en­ 
tire force, but to cut the work week 
to 28 hours. 
Last nig ht, Peter J. Lawler, 
co mmittee chairman, said 
the 
unio n had requested the newest 
ehang e, and 17 men co uld be 
kept o n a full-time schedule. 
“We're trying to co-operate in j 
every way we can,” the Third wafd ■ 
councilman declared. 
Lawler said the 
latest 
change 
would take effect next week. Since ! 
the 28-hour week was established, 
the schedule has called for half the 
crew to work the first part of the , 
week, and the remainder to put in ! 


j their hours during the end of the j 
week. 
* 
* 
* 
W. EARL POTTEIGER, borough 
| highway superintendent, said yes- 
f terday afternoon most of the men 
1 were working on new 
streets 
in 1 
North End building projects, and 
that a crew of three was employed 
patching holes in the older sections 
of town. 
When the 17 men start back 
o n a full schedule nex t 
week, 
eig ht o f them will be put o n the 
co nstructio n o f a new sewer line 
at Sev enth and J o hnso n streets, 
the o thers to do street wo rk. 
Peter Schneider, UMW organ­ 
izer, said the union had protested 
the original decision 
to 
cut 
the 
force down to 12 
men 
and 
had 
agreed the next day to give all 28 
men ¿18 
hours 
of 
em ploym ent1 
weekly. 
But borough officials had said, he 
declared, that there would be no 
contracted work or outside equip­ 
ment hired, because of the lack of 
funds. 
* 
* 
* 
SCHNEIDER 
DECLARED 
that 
outside help was used, and that 
the union then asked to have as 
(Co ntinued o n 
Pag e Three) 


degree tem peratures to throw up a picket line in front of 
the building. 
Unsatisfied with the term s offered by Charles Rogers, manager of 
the alleys, the youngsters organized over the weekend and became members 
of District 50, United Mine Workers (CIO). 
Their picket line was established 
------------------------------------------------------- 
In time to be honored by members of 
the 
Spicer 
Bowling 
league. 
The 
league 
members 
canceled 
their 
games. 
William Walker, president o f 
the 
leag ue, 
to ld 
Ro g ers 
the 
Spicer wo rkers wo uld 
resume 
play at the alley s when the 
strike is settled. 
No tificatio n o f 
the strike settlement 
Mill 
be 
po sted at the plant. 
Several league members were 
in the alleys before the picket line 
was formed shortly before 7 o’clock. 
When arriving members came in 
and told them it had been estab­ 
lished, they refused to bowl. 


—Mercu ry S ta ff Ph o to s 
There's plenty o f g o o d fo o d av ailable at barg ain prices in Po ttsto wn Senio r Hig h scho o l's cafeteria, but 
since it takes so few to make a cro wd there, many students fail to take adv antag e o f the subsidized 
ho t platters selling fo r 
25 cents. 
Altho ug h o nly abo ut 90 bo y s and g irls used the cafeteria during the 
entire lunch perio d y esterday , these pho to g raphs snapped at the no o n ho ur sho w the co ng estio n that 
co mes at the peaks. 
Teachers said it stems fro m the facts that the lunch perio ds are no t stag g ered as 
well as the smallness o f the ro o m. 
The upper pho to sees the students hemmed in by pillars, walls and 
each o ther. Thejo wer pho to sho ws o ne o f jam-ups tha t o ccasio nally co me in the cho w line because the 
serv ing area is small. 


ONE WORKER, WHO refused to 
j cross the line under any circum- 
i stances, stood on the curb shivering. 
| When other league members went 
inside to get warm, he called: 
“ Yo u wo uldn’t do that if it 
was a picket line at the plant. 
take it---- 
j 
Yo u wo n’t catch me g o ing in 
there.” 
The striking pin boys were rep- 
| resented by Peter Schneider, dis- 
| trict representative of the UMW, 
i of Stowe. He organized the young- 
j sters at the request of their parents, 
1 he said. 
Burgess William A G riffith also 
j was on hand in an effort to mediate 
the, iftUike, 
. 


Subsidy Platters Gain Fav o r, 
But It’s ‘Cro wd In and Wait’ 


By MERCURY STAFF WRITER FRED C. SELBY 


TWELVE 
BOYS 
IN 
all 
have 
joined the union, it was revealed. 
Originally, it was pla ined for ten 
of the boys to walk out the past 
Tuesday night, but the strike was 
delayed until Wednesday night at 
which time nine boys were ejected 
by police after they sat down. 
The tenth boy joined his fellow 
; strikers, while two spare boys also 
I became members of the union. The 
1 youngsters made their move over 


The batting average of the subsidized hot platters served in Pottstown Senior High 
G n ffith^ n 1 borough 
hall*1* 
befoie 
Schneider said he will bend 
school’s cafeteria crept upw ard again yesterday, but the cafeteria itself w asn’t making 
any more hits with students than it ever had. 
W. O. Cressman, vocational director, said there was a total of 45 students who took 
----------------------------------------------* advantage of the subsidized program , including 36 who 
i bought the platter and milk. 
This compared with the six who bought the platters 
when the 9-cent subsidy was inauguipited the past week. 
Fo r 25 cents, students g o t-a ho t po rk sandwich, beets, white milk 
and apple sauce — a meal that wo uld co st 
50 cents o r mo re in a 


T H E w e a t he r 
Fo r Eastern Pennsy lv ania: 
Cloudy 
with occasional rain or sleet chang­ 
ing to rain with highest tem pera­ 
ture in the 30s today. 
Cloudy with 
occasional rain and milder followed 
by colder tomorrow. 
50 Mercury 35 


Hig h 
Antics 
TEMPERATURE EXTREMES 


Local tem peratures yesterday and 


120 Oriole Members 
To Get Life Cards 
One hundred twenty charter mem­ 
bers of Pottstown Nest 150, Fraternal 
Order of Orioles, will receive life 
membership cards at a banquet to­ 
night in the Eagle's Home associa­ 
tion hall, 310 High street. 
The veteran members also will 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
the 
founding 
of 
the 
Pottstown 
Orioles. 
Joseph L. Prince, Pottstown a t­ 
torney, will speak on fraternalism 
during the celebration, which will 
j begii ^ 7 p. m. 
O ther speakers will include Lester 
DeHaven, 
of 
Reading, 
supreme 
president, and Jam es L. Mannion, 
of Norristown, secretary of the asso­ 
ciation. 
George M. Gross, president of the 
Pottstown Orioles Home association, 
heads the committee in charge of 
the banquet, and Earl B. Bechtel 
will be toastmaster. 
Each of the 120 charter members 
will receive a special card, granting 
him life membership in the associa­ 
tion. 


Prize-Winning Tips 
Found by Readers in 
Cheery, Grim Events 
The grim story of an elderly man 
who lived alone, the cheery account 
of a couple who were married 50 
years and a partly serious story of 
young boys were among the win­ 
ners announced yesterday in The 
Mercury’s news tip contest of the 
pa . week. 
It all went to show that the alert 
readers who are cashing in regu­ 
larly on the weekly prizes 
know 
there are no limits of age or mood 
on good news stories. 
All that is 
needed, they proved again, is a nose 
for news and a hand to reach the 
telephone and call 2263. 
The first prize o f $5 was v y jn 
(Co ntinued o n Pag e Three)/ 


co mmercial eating place. 
• 
Students buying the platter ap­ 
preciated 
the 
ba r g a i n . 
Casual 
glances at the empty plates they 
left behind told this story, as did the 
sponstaneous remark made by Wil­ 
liam Scheffey, of 841 North C har­ 
lotte street, a senior. 
As he turned in his tray, he de­ 
clared with the smile of a well-filled 
young man, “T hat was the best one 
yet, Mr. Cressman.” 
# 
4» 
* 


THE 45 WHO participated in the 
program yesterday represented half 
of the total number that ate any­ 
thing in the cafeteria. 
Many of these patrons were vo­ 
cational students, who had only a 
half hour for lunch. 
By the time 
they had waited in line and had 


eaten their 
platter, 
there 
would 
have been scant time left for the 
breath of fresh air and 
freedom 
dear to every student's heart. 
As a result, mo st o f the v o ­ 
catio nal students were eating 
the snacks they had bro ug ht 
with them. 
Of the non-vocational students 
who appeared in the cafeteria yes­ 
terday, 
approximately 
65 
percent 
seemed to be buying the platters. 


his effo rts to neg o tiate a co n- 
tract fo r the bo y s pro v iding fo r 
a 1 cent a g ame increase in pay . 
The fiv e cents increase in tips 
repo rted prev io usly as a demand, 
was no t asked by the bo v s, he 
added, and the striking y o ung ­ 
sters co ncurred. 
Griffith 
was 
closeted 
with 
Rogers in the office at the alleys 
for 
almost 
three-quarters 
of 
an 
hour last night in an effort to settle 
the disagreement. 
It was reported 
he obtained a half-cent increase per 
game from 
Rogers, but 
not 
the 
8 cent level demanded by the boys. 
* 
* 
* 
WHEN ASKED whether he would 
negotiate with the pin boys. Rogers 
replied: 
“ At the present time, it is no t 
at my dispo sal.” 
The strikers plan to picket the 


SCHOOL BOARD 


LETS CONTRACTS 


Awards of $2 56 3 Made 


To Change Residence Into 


Home Economics Rooms 
* 
Borough school board last night 
awarded contracts totalling $2563.35 
for converting a school 
district- 
owned home at 152 North Hanover 
street into classrooms. 
The action was taken at a special 
meeting 
in 
the 
adm inistration 
building attended by all members, i 
The building was bo ug ht the 
past 
Summer 
fo r 
$11 
to 
ho use ho me eco no mics 
classes 
after the Richards building fire 
the pa« t May ro bbed them o f 
classro o m space. 
Three contracts for the renova- 
; tion work were let. in each case to 
the low bidder. 
Contracts were: 
j 
General contracting, R. B. Hunter, 
i 508 North Franklin street, $1196; 
plumbing and drainage, John W. 
Yoder, West Chester 
pike, 
$349; 
heating, also Yoder, $1018.35, 
* 
* 
* 
THE WORK will include installa­ 
tion of some extra toilets, added 
plumbing in the kitchen, outside fire 
escapes in the rear from the third 
floor to the ground, installation of 
an oil heating unit and oil storage 
tank and replacem ent of many of 
the present radiators. 
The building no w i.s heated bv 
steam. The present bo iler will 
be retained but the sy stem will 
be chang ed fro m steam to v apo r. 
So me o f the radiato rs can be 
co nv erted but o thers are to o 
o bso lete to chang e o v er. 
New kitchen fixtures to be put 
in later, will need a new contract. 
The work will begin as soon 
as 
the contract is signed, expected to 
be within a few days. Directors 
hoped the job would be completed 
by April 1. 
* 
* 
* 
SINCE THE RICHARDS building j 
fire, home economics classes have j 
(Continued on Page Three) 


drive 
to 
h a v e 
Pottstown 
Rapid T ransit company extend its 
services eastward. 
The 
persons whose names ap­ 
peared on this second petition are 
asking the borough bus line to have 
the route make a loop southeast of 
Route 422 from Sanatoga inn to 
Township Line road. 
The lo o p, slig htly mo re than 
two miles, wo uld beg in and end 
o n Ro ute 422, and wo uld serv e 
the sco res o f families liv ing in 
the fast-g ro wing sectio n alo ng 
To wnship 
Line 
and 
Linfield 
ro ads. 
Edgar S. Meloy, Pottstown RD 
4. who was a leader in circulating 
the petition, said that virtually all 
208 names were of persons over 
16 living in the immediate vicinity, 
elude all the people in the vicinity 
persons who would use the ba*. 
He conceded that many of the 
signers were from the same family, 
but added that the list did not in- 
who were potential bus riders. 
* 
* 
* 
JOHN W. HEALY, president of 
the bus line, was not available for 
! comment on whether he thought 
such an extension was economically 
j feasible for the company. 
Healy has said he would be glad 
i to have buses run up Route 
422 to 
the top of Sanatoga hill. 
He also is o n reco rd as o p­ 
po sing a permanent ex tensio n o f 
serv ice o nly as far up the hill 
as the entrance to 
Sanato g a 
park. 
The bus g o es there no w 
i 
as a ten'j*» rarv measure. 
But 
(t:« 9 Uin’« rd o n Pag e Thr« *« ) 
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Although only about 90 students alleys again tonight when the church 
entered the cafeteria at the lunch 
hour yesterday, and 
were served 
efficiently by Cressm an’s staff, this 
tiny fraction of the school’s en­ 
rolm ent was enough to fill the small 
(Co ntinued o n Pag e Sev en) 


and independent 
bowling 
leagues 
are scheduled to roll their games. 
According to Schneider, a local 
union will be set up for the boys 
to protect them in their jobs. 
It 
will hold regular monthly meetings. 


Soviet Union Recognizes 
Republic of Indochina 
MOSCOW, Tuesday, Jan. 31 m — 
The Soviet union announced today 
it has recognized the Indochina re­ 
public of Viet-Nam headed by Mos­ 
cow-trained Ho Chi Minh and has 
agreed to exchange envoys. 
Recognition of the Ho Chi Minh 
regime by Russia follows its recogni­ 
tion by the Chines Peoples (Com­ 
munist * republic. 
Russia’s 
action obviously Is of 
major interest to France, which in 
addition to its support of the rival 
Viet-Nam government of Bao-Dai 
has diplomatic relations with the 
Soviet Union. 


Selected Spicer Emplo y es Leav e fo r 12-Week Co urse in Sho p Superv isio n 


W e ’ve H a d S p rin g * 
Winter No w? 
Gro und ho g Is 
Behind 8-Ba ll 


By HARRY TOLAND 
(Mercu ry S ta ff Writer) 


URING 364 days of the year the 
practice of obserying the shadows 
of lesser or even greater mammals 
is usually considered a sport only 
slightly more exciting than watch- 
, ing 
the 
g r a s s 
grow. 
' 
But on Feb. 2, 
the 
year’s 
only 
exception, assumes 
an u r g e n c y of 
s u c h proportion 
that whole groups 
of men get spiffed 
out in plug hats 
and canes just to 
watch shadows. 
The reason, of 
course, is that it’s Groundhog Day. 
And to many persons—nay, to most 
persons—the shadows cast or not 
cast that day are more im portant 
than the shadows of a solar eclipse. 
The legend, as old and unreliable 
as patent medicine of the Middle 
Ages, states that if the groundhog 
sees his shadow on Groundhog Day 
there will be six more weeks of 
W inter; if no shadow—Spring right 
away, boom. 
* 
* 
* 
CONSIDERING THAT we haven’t 
yet had what could be decently 
called W inter, the whole thing may 
fall through more than ever. 
As it is, the Slumbering Lodge of 
Groundhogs, Quarryville, Lancaster 
county, an institution devoted to the 
science of groundhogs and their 
days, has produced this record: 
In the past 21 y ears, the prc- 
(Co ntinued o n Pag e Three) 


ea rly this m o rning were: 
4 a. 
m, ,. .............50 
4 p. 
m. 
5 a. m. .. .............50 
5 p. in. 
6 a. m. .. ___.. .47 
6 p. m. 
7 a. m. .. .............43 
7 p. in. 
8 a. m. .. .............40 
8 p. m. 
9 a. m. .. .............38 
9 p. m. 
10 a 
m. .. .............37 
10 p. 
m. 
It a m. .. .............36 
11 p. m. 
12 m 
. . . . • .............35 
12 p. m. 


• 


m. .. 
m. .. 
.............35 
........... 35 
1 a. 
2 a. 
3 a. 


m. 
m. 
m. 


............35 


Rain or Sleet to Descend 
As Clouds Appear Today 
Yesterday’s continuously threaten­ 
ing skies spat a m ixture of sleet 


.ON THE- 
MAIN DRAG 


A do zen emplo y es o f the Po ttsto wn plant, Spicer Manufacturing div isio n o f- the Dana 
and snow y esterday afterno o n 
and co rpo ratio n, left y esterday mo rning fo r Allento wn, where they will take an intensiv e 
35 
? .,;*» ! 
12-weeks co urse at the Pennsy lv ania State co lleg e ex tensio n scho o l in sho p superv isio n. 
The men were cho sen fro m 152 applicants fo r the Spicer training pro g ram. 
Sho wn 
Cloudy with occasional rain or sleet. 
Tomorrow, the report said, will be 
cloudy with rain and will be “milder 
followed by colder." 


............ 35 
............ 35 
............ 36 
............ 36 
............ 35 
............ 35 i 


> * .......36 1I 
V.V.2Ì elusive. Dr. Charles A. Baylor. 


—Mercu ry S ta ff Ph o to 


here with Geo rg e J . Parker (six th fro m left), plant manag er, are Heft to rig ht» Geo rg e 
F). Mo y er, Ralph R. Wentzel, Ev an Haley , Calv ert R. Knerr, Vincent Schweitzer, Calv in 
B. Lev an, Vincent Rno pp, Cliffo rd A. Reig le, Charles Weav er, Ro bert 
E. Hetrick and 
Chester Kanach. 
The 12th man, Arthur Carr, was picked up at his Herefo rd ho me by 
the trainees, o n their way to Allento wn. 


No office hours until Feb. 9, in- 


O. Sussel Dental Lab., Dr. Sussel,! 
Turkeys 
nowr 
available. 
Laurel 
Ceramic classes forming now. Sup- ! 
Courteous 
income 
tax 
service. 
Dentist, 215 High St., open Thurs. 
Locks Farm ._ Phone 427-J. 
plies, firing done. Phone 434-J-4. 
W alter E. DajnesjCo., Lie., 378 High. 
Please Pass Pure” Potts! Pretzels, 
Assorted colors Rytex printed Sta- . 
Try Howard Johnson’s new fast Look for Food Specials. H arteastine’s 
i 72 N. Charlotte St. (rear). Ph. 4021. j tionery. Mercury Office. 
* 
\Counter Serv. for Speedy Luncheon, j M arket Ad. 
Page 
3. 
Big Values! 


Reg. El Chico social game Wed. eve. 
Penny soc^Sat. nighte for groceries. 
Soup and bake sale at Trinity Re­ 
formed Ch., Wed., Feb. 1, 11 a- nt* 


MRS. DAVID ALEXANDER 
—trying to read her own writing. 
MARVIN DAV1DHEISER 
—using muscle power after 
cranking failed. 
CONNIE SNELL 
—running up a flight of stairs. 
MRS. JOHN G. L ID WICK 3d 
—discussing the eomuig Fashion 
Whirl. 
NANCY WERNER 
—finding it difficult to get phone 
connections. 
HAROLD HENRY 
—driving home an argument 
with force. 
ELMIRA MAI GER 
—explaining her weaknesses 
a friend. 
ALIC E WERNER 
—getting her fingers caught in 
a letter slot 
MISS J I NE W ERT/ 
—retelling an old story 
HOWARD RK1NERT 
—try ing to upea tae 
» 


